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THERE ARE : 
LESS THAN FIFTY 
FULL-BLOODED 
VILTRUMITES LEFT 
IN THE UNIVERSE... 
BUT IT WAS NOT 
ALWAYS THIS 
WAY. 


ALLEN, MY 
FRIEND... IT IS 
TIME SOMEONE 
KNEW THE 
TRUTH ABOUT 
THE VILTRUM 
EMPIRE. 





۱ YOU KNOW A GREAT PEAL № 
ABOUT THE PLANET VILTRUM, 8 
OUR HISTORY AND : 
OUR EMPIRE 


WE WERE A VIOLENT RACE 
WHO VALUED STRENGTH 
ABOVE ALL ELSE. 


TO RID OURSELVES OF 
ANY WEAKNESS WE 
SLAUGHTERED EACH 
OTHER UNTIL WE WERE 
BRED INTO THE 
VILTRUMITES YOU 
KNOW TODAY. 


“ 
AN 
ААУ 
V 


EVENTUALLY, OUR PEOPLE 

UNITED, AND WE TURNED 

ИМ OUR ATTENTION OUTWARD, 
1 ESTABLISHING THE 
VILTRUM EMPIRE. 


TO EXPANP AT AN ASTOUNPING 
RATE FOR NEARLY 
ONE-THOUSAND YEAES. 


A WEAPON 
CAPABLE OF 
HURTING US. 


MADE 
A VIRUS. 





UNIQUE TO OUR GENETIC R 


CODE, THE VIRUS WAS 
PEVASTAT| EPT 
THROU: Е 


ING. IT świ 
ӨН MY PEOPL 
AT AN ALARMING RATE. 


ATTEMPTS WERE MADE 
TO QUARANTINE THOSE 
WHO BECAME INFECTED... 
BUT IT WAS TOO LATE. 





THOSE WHO SURVIVED 
THE VIRUS DISCOVERED ITS 
DEADLY AFTER EFFECTS. | 


THERE WAS A SHORT P] 
PERIOD OF TIME AFTER 

THE VIRUS HAD LEFT 
THEIR SYSTEM, WHERE | 
THEIR STRENGTH AND 

INVULNERABILITY 
HAD BEEN GREATLY 
DIMINISHED. 


THEY WERE THE 
LUCKY ONES. 





u ||| > сэ 





FOR DECADES THIS VIRUS RAVAGED 
MY PEOPLE. EACH YEAR, IT WOULD 
TAKE COUNTLESS LIVES, EITHER BY 
SUCCUMBING TO THE VIRUS ITSELF 
OR BEING MURDERED DURING THE 
WEAKENING AFTER EFFECT. 


IN THE END, WE LOST 
МІМЕТҮ-МІМЕ POINT 





OUR LEADERS SPREAD REPORTS 
OF OUR EXPANDING EMPIRE 


MY MISSION ON 
EARTH WAS ONE 
SUCH PLAN. 


THE GALAXY CONTINUED 
BASED ON THE NOW EMPTY 
IM THREAT OF OUR EMPIRE’S 
| STRENGTH. 


Î CROSS-BREEDING WITH 
= CONQUERED RACES, 
SOMETHING THAT HAD LONG ] 


UNTIL EARTH, UNTIL MY 
SON. I NEVER TOLD HIM 
OUR MAIN REASON FOR 
CONQUERING EARTH... 
WHAT MADE IT SO 
IMPORTANT. 


HUMAN РМА IS ALMOST 
ONE-HUNPREP PERCENT |: 
COMPATIBLE WITH 
VILTRUMITES. EARTH 
15 TO BECOME A 


НЫ THE RESULTS OF THE 
j SCOURGE VIRUS WERE 
HIDDEN, BUT NEVER В 
FORGOTTEN. 


OUR PLANET, CUT OFF FROM ANY OUTSIDE 
RACES, NOW STANDS AS A TRIBUTE TO OUR 
FALLEN BRETHREN. A REMINDER OF WHAT 
WE'VE SACRIFICED TO CONTINUE OUR QUEST 
FOR INTER-PLANETARY DOMINATION. 





A GUEST 
I NOW SEE 
AS THE 
POINTLESS 
ENDEAVOR C4 
THAT IT 
IS... 





YOU HAVE 
TO TAKE ME 
TO YOUR PEOPLE. 
I NEED TO MEET 


WITH THE COALITION 4 


OF PLANETS. 
IMMEDIATELY. 








WHAT THEY PLAN TO DO 
WITH EARTH... I WAS 
BORN IN A BREEPING 

CAMP. І WOULPN’T WISH 
THAT ON ANYONE. WE 
HAVE TO WARN 

° АЕК. 


IT DOESN’T MATTER. IF 
WE'RE GOING TO BE ABLE 
TO SAVE EARTH АМР STOP 

THE VILTRUM EMPIRE 
ONCE ANP FOR ALL, THE 
COALITION NEEDS TO 
KNOW EVERYTHING 

І KNOW. 













I TRUST YOU, BUT T 
DON’T KNOW IF MY 1 
BOSS WILL. THIS 
WON’T BE 
EASY. 





WE'LL ALSO NEED THE INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN MY BOOKS THAT YOU 
SCANNED. I WROTE EVERYTHING 
DOWN SO I WOULDN’T NEED TO 
REMEMBER IT ALL--AND THERE 
15 VALUABLE INFORMATION „O 
ENCODED IN THE 4 INFORMATION 
WORDS. THAT WILL GAIN 
YOUR 5 


OKAY, LET 
Me GET MY 
GEAR AND 
THEN WE'LL 
60. 














Ж I WOULP 
HAVE CONTACTED 
YOU IF I COULD 
HAVE--BUT THERE 
WAG NEVER AN 
OPPORTUNITY 
АМР-- 


WAS ON 
THAT MISSION 

AND I WAS TAKEN 
PRISONER BY THE 
VILTRUMITES. THEY 
HELD ME IN PRISO 
FOR A FEW MONTHS, 

Twas JUST Д 

RECENTLY ABLE 
TO ESCAPE. 


zez 
سس‎ 


NOT ТНАТ--1 KNOW 
YOUR MISSIONS RUN 
NG 


5 
ON 


LEPT | 
THE 
(7 





он, UH... THAT. ۷ 
SORRY. THE THING 
15, MC GOT IN 
REALLY LATE 
ANP-- 





I DON’T CARE HOW 
LATE YOU GET BACK 
FROM A MISSION. 
RULES. YOU WAKE 
: ТЕ BEEN 
ME UP! LIVING WITHOUT 
FOR MONTHS 
AND 1 AM HUNGRY! 
NOW GIVE IT TO 
МЕ, YOU UNOPAN 
GOP. 


CAN WE PLEASE, 
JUST ONCE... NOT 
PO THIS? 
ЕН 
PRETENSE: ABOUT THE ОМОРАМ 
POPULATION AND 
HOW YOUR STRICT 
ТОЛ? 
DON’T SAY 
BEFORE EVERY 
SINGLE TIME WE YOU CANT YOU 


M--V0ს 
HAVE SEX? 4 ALWAYS PO. CUT 


THE CRAP АМР 
LET’S GET 
TO IT! 






















NOT IT-- 









WAIT A 
MINUTE... DID 
YOU SAY “WE” 
GOT IN REALLY 
LATE? 






UH, SORRY... 
THIS IS 
AWKWARD. 





PIE, WORLD- 
CONQUERING 
SCUM! 










T CAN VOUCH FOR 
HIM. HE'S A GOOD 
GUY. Т МЕТ HIM IN 






SORRY TO 
STARTLE YOU-- 
I'M REALLY NOT 

HERE TO HURT 


YOU. I 
PROMISE. 





YOU KEEP 


AS 
THAT THING HEN ) “Массын 
HIDDEN IN THE 4 
COUCH? ۱ Ї 
EAH RON 
| f, 


PROBABLY 
BE 





HIPPEN AMONG THE 








s" 


DOWNLOAD 8 
Niece, | 
IN TH 
THIS COULD туо. >A 
BE THE FINAL TY 
PIECE THE COALITION qn | 
NEEDS TO END THE D ; 4 Ян 


BD. VILTRUMITE THREAT 
E ONCE АМР FOR 
У ALL. 







| ლია. 


Ш YOU'RE PROBABLY 
RIGHT. WAS LOOKING 
FORWARD TO IT-- 


MAYBE WE SHOULP 
CANCEL THE CHOOMBAK 
MATCH TONIGHT. I'M 

GOING TO BE 
PROCESSING PATA IN 
THE BACK OF 
MY шин ALL 








WHO KNOWS, 

НЕ’ М EVER SINCE HIS INTIMIDATING, 

MEETING WITH | TRANSFORMATION, ` SURE... BUT 
ALLEN ANP I FIND ALLEN ბ AGENT ALLEN 
THE ROGUE UNSETTLING. A IS ON OUR 
VILTRUMITE TERRIFIES IM SIDE. 
FOR HOURS. 


WHY 
WOULP YOU 
BE SCARED 
OF HIM? 


22-07) 
“ШЕ 34 RA 





NEARLY EXTINCT... 
LESS THAN FIFTY 








I’M CONFUSED. 
AS LEADER OF THE 


= = < 
ZA > | 


LAM \ 
CONFLICTED. ANP I 
AM ALSO A 


I AM LEADER 
OF THE COALITION VILTRUMITE. 
OF PLANETS, SWORN 
TO BRING DOWN THE 
VILTRUM EMPIRE 





I WILL GLAPLY BUTI HAVE 
POSOIF YOU ALREADY DONE 






IT’S TRUE, 
PUPE-- 













INSIST. THIS FOR ALLEN PULLED HIS 
IN THE PAST AND BEARD 
I PIP NOT RIGHT 
CARE FOR IT. OUT. 





I DEMAND 
THAT YOU PERFORM 
THE TOOLOCK PULL 
TO PROVE YOURSELF 


AS AN UNDERCOVER 
VILTRUM AGENT. 


BUT I THOUGHT--I ALWAYS 
FEARED THAT THERE WAS 
SOMETHING WRONG WITH ME, 
FOR TURNING MY BACK 
AGAINST THE EMPIRE-- 
VILTRUMITES HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN 
LOYAL... 


1 
THOUGHT 
I WAS THE 
FIRST. 


MY 
BETRAYAL 
WAS HIDDEN, 
REMOVED FROM 
HISTORY’S 
RECORD. 


BUT THERE 
IS NO TIME FOR 
THIS. WE HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN 
CONVERSING TOO 
LONG. PEOPLE WILL 
BECOME SUSPICIOUS 
THAT THIS ISN’T 
JUST A STANDARD 4 




































THERE IS AT LEAST ONE =7 MY TRUSTED INNER-CIRCLE 
VILTRUMITE AGENT AMONG HAS A SEPARATE DATABASE 
US, REPORTING BACK NO. FOR MORE SENSITIVE DATA. 
TO THE EMPIRE. THE WORK AND EVEN THEY WILL BE 
i3 YOU WILL PO UNAWARE OF YOUR 
WITH ALLEN MISSION USING THIS 
MUST REMAIN PATA. 
SECRET. 


THE PATA 
FROM MY INFO 
POP... IT’S 
GOING INTO 
THE MAIN 
DATABASE? 


WE NOW HAVE A LIST OF 
WEAPONS AND BEINGS THAT 
CAN HURT A VILTRUMITE-- 
THINGS THAT WILL BECOME 
VERY VALUABLE TO 
THE COALITION OF 
PLANETS. 




























ALLEN, Т/М GIVING 

YOU ACCESS TO OUR 
ARMORY FOR THE NEXT 
HOUR--THAT’S AS MUCH 
TIME AS Т CAN KEEP 
SECRET FROM THE 
COUNCIL. 






I CHARGE 
YOU TWO WITH 
THE TASK OF 
GATHERING AS 
MUCH OF THESE 
THINGS THAT 
STILL 
REMAIN. 














CLOSE? GOOP. MY 
GIRLFRIEND ISN'T TOO Q 
HAPPY ABOUT ME 
LEAVING FOR ANOTHER 
MISSION SO 


ONLY THE MOST 
DELICIOUS THING 
IN THE 
UNIVERSE. 


me ARE YOU SURE 
YOU WANT To 

TRY THIS ONE 

FIRST? THIS ONE IS 

RELATIVELY CLOSE 
AND SHOULD BE 

EASY. I CONSIDER 

THIS ONE A... 
WARM UP. 


CAN'T ВЕ TOO МАР, 
THOUGH. SHE PACKED 
Me SOME FRESH 
KANZLOK FOR THE ЯШ 
TRIP. YUM. _ Ж 





THERE IT IS, THE NEBULOID 
BELT. IT’S BEEN... ALMOST 
A HUNPREP YEARS 


SINCE I WAS 


HE 


RE. 


8 THE SAME. 


JUST 
SAYING... 


>> LOOKS 


EXACTLY 


THERE’S A CODE HIDDEN IN THE 
TEXT. THE NUMBER OF WORDS 
| IN THESE PARAGRAPHS Т WROTE 
ABOUT THE ASTEROIDS WILL SPELL 
OUT THE COORDINATES OF THE 
SPECIFIC ASTEROID WE'RE ی‎ 
LOOKING FOR. 





50, IF IT’S BEEN ONE-HUNDRED 


YEARS, GIVE OR TAKE, АМР THE 8 
ASTEROIDS ARE DRIFTING AT AŚ 


THIS SPEED, THEIR RELATIVE 
DISTANCE TO EACH OTHER 
à WOULD BE SHIFTING... 


ABSOLUTELY. 
JUST GIVE ME 
A MINUTE. 


RZ м CAN $ 
p YOU BE SURE? 
IS AROCK-- HS 
№ THEY ALL LOOK 
1 THE SAME. 


I’M NOT 
SURE... BUT 
THIS LOOKS 





THE GUN HAS JUST (5 
BEEN LYING HERE FOR 
ALMOST ONE-HUNPRED 
YEARS? THAT MAKES 
NO SENSE. 


VILTRUM EMPIRE? 
WHY”P YOU LEAVE 
IT HERE? 


2 
SPACE RACER? 


AND NO, 7 
I’M NOT EVEN 
CLOSE TO ONE- 





HUNPRED YEARS [ 


OLD. YOU PIP 
YOUR JOB, NO 
5 


ONE Т) 
ABOUT THIS GUY 
Е. | 


ANYMORI 


THE SPACE RACER’S 
GUN--THE ONE THAT 
FIRES INPESTRUCTIBLE 
BLASTS THAT WILL 
SHOOT THROUGH 
ANYTHING--CAN 
ONLY BE FIRED 
BY HIM. 


HE'S GOT 
SOME KIND OF 
BOND WITH THE 

GUN--IF ANYONE 
TRIES TO TAKE IT OR 
USE IT... IF I HAD 
TOUCHED IT WHILE 
HE WAS STILL ALIVE 
IT WOULD HAVE 
FLOWN INTO THE 
CENTER OF THE 
VILE OF RUBBLE I 
BURIED HIM UNDER 
AND GIVEN HIM THE 
MEANS TO ESCAPE. 


REALLY KNOW 
NOTHING 
ABOUT 
HIM? 





I НАР TO CHANGE THE NAMES, I НАР NO IPEA 
WHO WOULD EVENTUALLY READ THOSE BOOKS. 
I WROTE THEM AS REMINDERS TO MYSELF-- 
OR MY SON, IF WE NEEDED THEM. I DIDN’T 
WANT THEM TO FALL INTO THE 
WRONG HANDS. 


CS MY ONLY 
OPTION WAS 
TO LEAVE IT 
EXACTLY 
WHERE HE 
DROPPED 
IT. 


THANKFULLY, 
BY NOW HE'Ś 


WHEN YOU‏ بل 


TOUCH IT. 





CAN GO A LONG 
TIME WITHOUT 
C EATING. 





